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GHOULS, GOBLINS, 
AND PET SAFETY

October is a month filled with delight and fright! Young and old don their best 
costumes and head out to parties, trick-or-treating, and to many other activities 
that are celebrated on All Hallows’ Eve.

The Saskatchewan SPCA would recommends taking a few precautions to ensure 
you and your pet stay happy through Halloween and beyond.

While many of us enjoy the sugary sweet treats that go hand-in-hand with October 
31st, these treats could be problematic for our furry friends. Top of mind is chocolate, 
especially dark and baking chocolate. Other treats that use sugar substitutes like 
xylitol could leave you spending the night at the veterinary clinic instead of at your 
favourite Halloween party.

If you suspect your pet has ingested a toxic substance, contact your local 
veterinarian for assistance. A full list of veterinarians in Saskatchewan can be found 
at saskvets.ca.

If you plan to have your pet wear a costume, take some time beforehand to ensure 
your pet is comfortable wearing the costume. Some costumes can restrict your 
animal’s movement and ability to vocalize their displeasure at the costume. Finding 
a costume free of loose or hanging pieces is important to ensure your pet does not 
ingest or choke on anything. If your pet is showing signs of distress, it is best to just 
forego the costume and let your pet go au naturel.

Decorations also pose a risk to your pet’s health. Loose electrical wires could become 
chew toys resulting in a nasty shock. A candle-lit jack-o-lantern can be a fire hazard. 
Ensure your gourd is out of the way of your pet in a safe place to prevent ignition. This 
will also prevent your pet from suffering burns or being singed by the candle’s flame.

Halloween can be fun for our pets. By using common sense, we can take measures to 
guarantee the safety of all members of the family, including those with four furry legs.
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OUT & ABOUT: PETS IN THE PARK
On July 8th, Leanne Sillers and Josh Hourie 
were on location at the annual Pets in the 
Park event in Saskatoon promoting the 
Saskatchewan SPCA, and in particular, the 
Muddy Buddy Family Fun Obstacle Run.

Thousands of people and their pets (dogs, 
cats, birds, reptiles, and more) gathered 
in Kiwanis Memorial Park to enjoy the 
beautiful weather, converse with other pet 
lovers, meet the vendors, and enjoy the 
canine demonstrations.

“This a great event for our community. The 
organizers have done a tremendous job 
of bringing together a collection of great 
pet-friendly businesses and animal welfare 
supporters. We’re happy to be here at the 
event and look forward to participating in 
the future,” explains Hourie.

Pets in the Park Saskatoon is a fundraiser 
for the three founding charities, New Hope 
Dog Rescue, Saskatoon SPCA, and SCAT 
Street Cat Rescue. The 2018 event marked 
the 13th anniversary of the summer event.

For more information on Pets in the Park, 
visit petsinthepark.ca.

UPDATE ON 
RESCUE CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

Background:  A new voluntary program is 
being developed to promote the welfare 
of homeless animals. The Saskatchewan 
SPCA has established a Working Group 
comprised of stakeholders from the animal 
welfare sector to develop a certification 
program suitable for all types of rescues.

The Working Group met in Saskatoon at 
the end of June to continue their efforts 
to develop the certification program for 
animal rescues.  

The Working Group reviewed feedback 
from stakeholders on the draft 
Saskatchewan Standards for Animal 
Rescues. These standards are based on 
the Association of Shelter Veterinarians 
(ASV) Guidelines for Standards of Care in 
Animal Shelters and the American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(ASPCA) Shelter Care Checklists:  Putting 
ASV Guidelines into Action. Final revisions 
to the Saskatchewan Standards will be 
finalized shortly.

Updates were made to the project work 
plan, and support resources are being 
developed.

The Working Group continues to explore 
opportunities to ensure the financial 
viability of the program. Proposals will be 
sent to potential funders in the fall. 

In October, regional stakeholder meetings 
will be held in communities throughout 
the province. Representatives from the 
Working Group will be available to provide 
updates and answer questions on the 
program. Details about meeting dates 
and locations will be sent to stakeholders, 
and be posted on the Saskatchewan SPCA 
website, www.sspca.ca. Our thanks to the 
Animal Welfare Foundation of Canada for 
their support. 

At the June meeting, the Working 
Group welcomed a new member from 
a Saskatchewan dog rescue group. 
The Working Group is comprised of 

representatives from SPCAs/Humane 
Societies, animal rescues, the Ministry 
of Agriculture, the Saskatchewan 
Veterinary Medical Association, the 
Saskatchewan Association of Veterinary 
Technologists, Animal Protection Services 
of Saskatchewan, and the Saskatchewan 
SPCA. 

The next Working Group meeting will be 
held November 27, 2018.

Josh Hourie and Leanne Sillers at the annual Pets in the Park event in downtown Saskatoon.

THE HUMANITARIAN  |  3



FLASHBACK: 1928
In 2018 the Saskatchewan SPCA celebrates 
90 years of service to the province. We 
thought it would be fun to take a look 
at years gone by to see what life in 
Saskatchewan was like in the first year of 
operation for the provincial SPCA.
In 1928,  Saskatchewan celebrated its 23rd 
year as a province. The Liberal Party, led 
by the province’s fourth premier, James 
Garfield Gardiner, formed the provincial 
government. The minister of agriculture 
was Charles McGill Hamilton. Henry William 
Newlands was in the midst of a 10-year term 
as lieutenant governor.

On the national scene, Freeman Freeman-
Thomas was King George V’s governor 
general and William Lyon Mackenzie King 
was in the prime minister’s office.

The 1926 Census lists Saskatchewan with a 
population of 820,738 residents. Farmland 
occupied a total of 45,945,410 acres. That 
total is more acreage than the provinces of 
Alberta and Manitoba, combined!

Our province was home to 1.1 million horses, 
1.16 million cattle, 438,245 dairy cows, 161,831 
sheep, 597,660 hogs, and 2.85 million chickens.

Statistics Canada data from 1928 lists the 
price of staple foods. A quart of milk was 12 
cents, one pound of butter was 41 cents, and 
a pound of old cheese was 32 cents. A pound 
of flour would set you back half a cent. A 
dozen eggs were 47 cents. A single pound 
of sirloin steak was 34 cents and a pound of 
bacon was 37 cents.

A lot has changed in the last nine decades. 
We look forward to seeing what’s in store in 
the next 90 years and beyond!

NOTICE OF 2018 AGM
You are invited to join us for the 2018 Saskatchewan SPCA Annual General Meeting. 

This year’s meeting will take place in Saskatoon on Sunday, September 23 at 11:00 a.m.

The meeting will take place at the Saskatchewan SPCA office located at 519 45th Street West.

If you have questions, please contact us at 
1-877-382-7722 or email info@sspca.ca.

Horse drawn plow, Montmartre SK, 1928 | Wikimedia Commons

NEED A GIFT IDEA? GIVE A LICENCE 
PLATE FOR CHRISTMAS!

Christmas is coming and you may be thinking about that person 
on your list Who is hard to buy for. Make it easy this year – put a 
Saskatchewan SPCA specialty licence in their stocking!

You can purchase a gift voucher for a Saskatchewan SPCA licence 
plate at your nearest SGI Motor Licence Issuer. Each plate costs $50 
(plus taxes) and $27 from the sale of every plate is returned to the 
Society. Make the gift extra special with a custom plate featuring 
your pet’s name!

A Saskatchewan SPCA licence plate is the perfect gift for the animal 
lover in your life! Learn more about the plates at www.sgi.sk.ca/
personalized-plates.
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2018 Summer Cash Lottery Winners
Did you purchase tickets to the 2018 Saskatchewan SPCA Summer Cash Lottery? Check the list of winners below to see if you’re a winner.

On behalf of the Board and Staff of the Saskatchewan SPCA, congratulations to all winners and thank you to everyone who purchased tickets! 
Remember to watch your mailboxes for information on the 2018 Christmas Cash Lottery.

Draw Date Name City/Town Amount Ticket #
June 18, 2018 George Wingham Tisdale $1,000 05028
July 1, 2018 Judy Huber Estevan $200 19860
July 2, 2018 Marian & Jim Shuparski Melfort $200 15756
July 3, 2018 Blaine Fallis Estevan $200 08616
July 4, 2018 David Nekurak Assiniboia $500 12159
July 5, 2018 Angela Gulka Saskatoon $200 08881
July 6, 2018 Katherine Campbell Wilkie $200 14235
July 7, 2018 Garry Finnson Wynyard $200 15725
July 8, 2018 Blaine Mappin Prince Albert $200 15700
July 9, 2018 Trudy Krenz Lumsden $200 20508
July 10, 2018 Gayle Kreutzer Govan $200 12709
July 11, 2018 Carolyne Spencer Burr $500 04450
July 12, 2018 Carole Reay Canora $200 9741
July 13, 2018 Ron Davies Prince Albert $200 01893
July 14, 2018 Sheila & Janie Braithwaite Landis $200 20589
July 15, 2018 Patricia Loveridge Saskatoon $200 19939
July 16, 2018 Jason Glushyk Saskatoon $200 20756
July 17, 2018 Ray Hanson Prince Albert $200 12655
July 18, 2018 Brian Jones Bangor $500 01823
July 19, 2018 Donna Millikin Saskatoon $200 20322
July 20, 2018 Marilyn Redman Esterhazy $200 17974
July 21, 2018 Angie Eiwanger Saskatoon $200 15803
July 22, 2018 Veronica Marcoux Saskatoon $200 09581
July 23, 2018 Brenda Theriault Regina $200 21944
July 24, 2018 Jacqueline Britz Neilburg $200 05928
July 25, 2018 Deanna Charbonneau Saskatoon $500 21526
July 26, 2018 Roland Dufault Kindersley $200 17326
July 27, 2018 Beverley Kirkmorris Saskatoon $200 02637
July 28, 2018 Betty Blight Wynyard $200 15426
July 29, 2018 Dorothy Salyn Yorkton $200 18953
July 30, 2018 Lloyd Lillebo Kelvington $200 15944

Grand Prize
July 31, 2018 Dennis & Julie Purdue Regina $20,000 06148

Huge Supporter
July 31, 2018 Adrien Larrivee Preeceville $5,000 01948

50/50 Kitty Pool
July 31, 2018 Bob Van Impe Saskatoon $23,150 16047

LOTTERY 
HAPPENINGS
Congratulations to Mr. Bob Van Impe, the winner 
of 50/50 Kitty Pool totalling $23,150 in the 2018 
Saskatchewan SPCA Summer Cash Lottery.

This October, watch your mailbox for information 
on the 2018 Christmas Cash Lottery! Prizes for 
the Christmas Lottery include a $25,000 grand 
prize, a $5,000 huge supporter prize, a $3,000 
early bird prize, and daily cash prizes throughout 
December.

Get your tickets early to avoid disappointment! The Saskatchewan SPCA’s Crystal Stubbs presents Bob Van Impe with his lottery winnings.
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ANIMAL ABUSE… 
AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE

US federal agencies link animal abuse with terrorism

The potential for animal abuse to predict acts of interpersonal 
violence has reached the attention of the nation’s top anti-terrorism 
forces. The Joint Counterterrorism Assessment Team (JCAT), a 
collaboration of the National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC), 
the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and the FBI, has 
published an extraordinary report describing animal cruelty as a 
possible warning behavior for terrorism.

In a “First Responders’ Toolbox” published on July 18, the 
three agencies declare that “animal cruelty, particularly when 
premeditated in nature, is one example of a novel aggression 
warning behavior” and a type of “experimental aggression” that 
may be useful in “identifying an accelerated and increased risk of 
violence that should elevate authorities’ concern.” The report also 
notes that the FBI now differentiates between impulsive/affective 
acts of animal cruelty versus premeditated/predatory acts, both of 
which are important to our understanding of human aggression.

The three agencies emphasize that “reporting, investigating, and 
prosecuting animal cruelty may help minimize violent acts toward 
humans, including terrorism,” and encourage first responders, 
animal control, animal shelters, social services, and veterinarians, 
peers, neighbors, and family members to report suspected animal 
cruelty to authorities for further vetting. “Their participation 
becomes a force multiplier and may assist communities and law 
enforcement with identifying, assessing and managing threats of 
planned violence while promoting public safety.”

They note that neighbors and veterinarians are well-positioned 
to witness and report animal abuse earlier than reluctant family 
members who are fearful or intimidated by the perpetrator’s abusive 
actions. Animal control officers, in particular, may be the first to 
respond to animal abuse calls and be granted access to residences 
before law enforcement or social services personnel.

They urge law enforcement to conduct National Crime Information 
Center (NCIC) checks and to be familiar with aggression warning 
behaviors, such as animal cruelty which is described in NCIC Code 
7201, in order to assess the totality of facts and circumstances that 
could lead to violent offenses against people. Documenting animal 

cruelty offenses can also give prosecutors additional charges which 
may strengthen their case.

The Toolbox cites the case of Gregory Lepsky as an example where 
early intervention in an animal cruelty case may have prevented 
a mass bombing attack in New York City. It also reviews the first 
FBI data collection of animal cruelty cases through the National 
Insident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS).

The Toolbox offers tips to law enforcement about how to investigate 
animal cruelty, gather crime scene evidence, and how to “be 
observant for other indicators of animal crimes or suspicious 
warning indicators of violence toward humans.” Such indicators 
include:
•   Social media and email expressing intent to engage in violent activity;
•   Literature and internet research regarding violent extremist 

groups, bomb-making and weaponry;
•   Acquisition of unusual weapons, ammunition, personal protective 

gear and tactical clothing;
•   Recent and significant personal loss or humiliation, whether real or 

perceived, such as a death, breakup, divorce, or loss of a job, status 
or self-image;

•   Statements or behaviors suggestive of suicide, end-of-life 
planning, or destructiveness toward the world at large;

•   Seeking religious or political justification for such acts;
•   Travel to a conflict zone in support of a foreign terrorist 

organization.

“Even though I’ve had many discussions with my friends at DHS 
over The Link and its connection to terrorism, I always thought it fell 
on deaf ears,” said John Thompson, Deputy Executive Director and 
Chief of Staff of the National Sheriffs Association and a member of 
the National Link Coalition’s steering committee. “Never, never, never 
in my wildest imagination would I have thought the Department of 
Homeland Security would put out a notice identifying animal cruelty 
as a link to terrorism. We are making a difference!”

Article originally published in the The LINK-Letter, Vol. 11, No. 8, 
August 2018. Visit www.nationallinkcoalition.org for the full issue of 
The LINK-Letter.
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SELF-CARE IN TIMES OF TRAGEDY
On April 6, 2018, 29 families had their lives 
changed forever when a transport truck 
collided with the Humboldt Broncos team 
bus near Nipawin. An outpouring of support 
enveloped the families and the city of 
Humboldt. Condolences came from near 
and far with celebrities like Ellen DeGeneres 
and William Shatner sending their thoughts 
and prayers to those affected. World leaders 
such as Queen Elizabeth II, Pope Francis, 
and US President Donald Trump joined 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in offering 
words of comfort.

Closer to home, a team of support workers 
were preparing to provide assistance of a 
different kind. A tragedy of this magnitude 
is devastating for those closest to the 
victims. It also takes a toll on support 
workers and first responders who provide 
the crucial support in the days, weeks, 
months, and years following.

Leanne Sillers, a registered social worker 
who works at the Saskatchewan SPCA, 
and her registered therapy dog, Jack, 
were involved in providing animal assisted 
therapy to those attending a memorial vigil 
at Humboldt’s Elgar Peterson Arena two 
days after the collision.

“I remember hearing about the accident 
on Friday night but I was unaware of the 
specifics,” explains Sillers. On Saturday 
night the phone rang, “I got the call 

asking if Jack and I were available to go 
to the [Elgar Peterson] arena on Sunday 
afternoon.” As many people did, Leanne 
felt the need to help in some way. Without 
hesitation, she volunteered her services and 
prepared to make the drive to Humboldt 
the following day.

As Leanne gathered her thoughts, she 
knew her own self-care would be important. 
“I spent some time trying to mentally 
prepare myself for the emotions that would 
be at the arena. I remember feeling that 
I needed to keep my own feelings and 
emotions in check.”

Upon arriving at the arena on Sunday 
afternoon, Leanne and Jack joined the dozens 
of support workers already onsite, including 
four other therapy dog teams. It was a little 
after 2:00 p.m. and the arena and adjoining 
community centre were still relatively quiet. It 
was around 3:30 p.m., when members of the 
community began to arrive for the vigil.

Leanne and Jack were stationed near the 
entrance to the arena engaging in brief 
conversations with community members 
and crisis workers. Jack’s role was to 
provide comfort for anyone in need. Leanne 
describes her thoughts, saying “Having the 
dogs onsite offered a chance to talk about 
something other than the tragedy, even 
putting some small smiles on faces. People 
were stopping to pet the dogs. The dogs 
have a calming effect, even just running 
their hand over Jack’s head and down his 
back provided some comfort.”

Following the vigil, Leanne and Jack began 
the drive home. After comforting many 
in Humboldt, they were able to provide 
comfort for each other as they travelled 
down Highway 5 to Saskatoon.

“The next day, both of us were feeling 
mentally, emotionally, and physically 
exhausted.” Leanne continues, “In that type of 
environment, as Jack’s handler, it’s important 
for me to recognize his cues to make sure 
he gets a break when he needs it. It’s part of 
our self-care. The love and support that we 
received from my husband, friends, and co-
workers helped me cope with the emotions I 
was feeling after leaving Humboldt.”

Leanne’s experience with the Humboldt 
Broncos bus tragedy is one of many. While 
there is no doubt that this tragedy affected 
countless people in Saskatchewan, Canada, 
and around the world to varying degrees, it 
is important that we remember to take care 
of those who care. 

Screenshot from YouTube, courtesy Sportsnet

Leanne Sillers and her registered therapy dog, Jack.
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