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Please let us know your new address. 
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or email info@sspca.ca

COMMUNITY INITIATIVES 
FUND RENEWS FUNDING 

FOR SASKATCHEWAN SPCA
Great news! Support from the 2018 Community Initiatives Fund will 
allow the Saskatchewan SPCA to continue their work to establish and 
grow animal safekeeping resources in Saskatchewan.

The Community Initiatives Fund invests in the quality of life of 
Saskatchewan residents by offering grants for community projects that 
help support community development, inclusion, leadership, and vitality.

Learn more about animal safekeeping by visiting our website 
at www.sspca.ca.

WITH LOVE
The Saskatchewan SPCA would like to recognize those who have donated in 
memory of a loved one.

•   Trevor Dubiel in memory of “my cat Rosie”
•   Nellie Dumont in memory of Larry Werchola
•   Eve Hayter in memory of “Rocky, a Chihuahua mix”
•   Ilya T. Silbar Margoshes in memory of “my dear parents, Ira and Leah Silbar”
•   Alicia Miller in memory of Snoopy
•   Mitford School in memory of John “Bill” Parker, from his daughter’s 

co-workers in Cochrane, AB
•   Marla Mitten in memory of Alice and Jake
•   Angela and Randy Schmidt
•   Jim and Lynda Taylor in memory of “Potter, our beloved dog and friend”
•   Marlene Torvik in memory of Bill Duncan
•   Don & Vivian Fraser in memory of Ziva
•   Geri O’Donnell in memory of “Keewatin, my sunshine cat”
•   Lorna Foster in memory of Frances Meckler-Johnson
•   Brenda Ackerman in memory of Beta
•   Dianne Dreger in memory of “all my deceased cats”
•   Carole Sedgwick in memory of “beloved cats Ginger & J.V.”
•   Val & Cam McNab in memory of Eileen Floen
•   Friends and family in memory of Lynn Puckett
•   Bev Sobush-Melby in memory of Rowdy
•   Kristal Leland in memory of “Lucy Lui, our beautiful departed Shiba”
•   Donna Yelland in memory of “my dogs in Heaven”

On behalf of the Board and staff of the Saskatchewan SPCA, we extend a 
heartfelt thank you to everyone who has made a donation in memory of 
someone special. 
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PROGRESS MADE ON 
NEW REGISTRATION AND 
CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

Overview:  A new voluntary program is being developed to promote the welfare of homeless animals. The Saskatchewan SPCA has 
established a Working Group comprised of stakeholders from the animal welfare sector to develop and implement a registration 
and certification program suitable for all types of rescues.

The Working Group includes representatives from SPCAs/
Humane Societies and animal rescues, as well as Animal 
Protection Services of Saskatchewan, the Ministry of 
Agriculture, and the Saskatchewan Veterinary Medical 
Association. At the February meeting, the Working 
Group welcomed a new member, who will represent the 
Saskatchewan Association of Veterinary Technologists.

Last fall, an informational meeting was held in Saskatoon 
to discuss the new registration and certification program. 
Stakeholders from the animal welfare sector were invited to 
share their thoughts on the program and offer feedback on 
the proposed rescue standards.  These standards are based 
on the ASPCA (American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals) Shelter Care Checklists:  Putting ASV (Association of 
Shelter Veterinarians) Guidelines into Action.

At the February meeting, the Working Group discussed 
feedback from stakeholders and developed a process to 
incorporate their comments and suggestions.

Other items discussed at the February meeting include a 
process for reporting suspected animal abuse, an updated 
budget, and program funding options.

The Working Group has created a work plan aimed at the 
2018 launch of a pilot project for the new program.

The group looks forward to their next meeting in June.

Thank you, AWFC!

Funding from the Animal Welfare Foundation of Canada 
will be used to host a series of regional meetings in 
Saskatchewan to promote the new certification program for 
animal rescues.

AWFC
THE ANIMAL WELFARE FOUNDATION OF CANADA
FONDATION DU BIEN-ÊTRE ANIMAL DU CANADA
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PARTY, PLATES, AND PAWS!
A celebration of the Saskatchewan SPCA

On March 7, 2018, Saskatchewan SPCA members, donors, current and 
former staff, canine companions, and dignitaries gathered for a very 
special announcement in Saskatoon. In conjunction with the Society’s 
90th anniversary, a new specialty licence plate was unveiled, offering a 
new way for residents of Saskatchewan to show their support for animal 
welfare and the Saskatchewan SPCA.

Sheri Benson, Member of Parliament for Saskatoon-West and Dr. Betty 
Althouse, the province’s Chief Veterinary Officer, joined the Society’s Frances 
Wach and Josh Hourie to formally launch the new licence plate program. 
Dignitaries in attendance included Kevin Waugh, Member of Parliament for 
Saskatoon-Grasswood, and Saskatoon City Councillor, Bev Dubois.

“When we were looking for a way to mark our 90th anniversary, we had 
hoped to find something unique to commemorate 90 years of service 
in the province. What we wound up with is a first for an animal welfare 
organization in Saskatchewan,” explained Hourie, the Saskatchewan 
SPCA’s Community Relations Coordinator.

Saskatchewan vehicle owners can purchase a Saskatchewan SPCA 
specialty licence plate at SGI motor licence issuers throughout the 
province. Each plate will cost $50, with $27 being returned to the Society.
The option to purchase a personalized specialty plate is also available. 
Plates are available for cars, trucks, motorcycles, and snowmobiles.
The licence plate features the Saskatchewan SPCA logo and the slogan 
Respect for Animals.

According to Hourie, “We hope that the people of Saskatchewan, who are 
passionate about creating a humane world for animals, will use these 
plates as a simple way to make a public statement while encouraging 
others to stand up and show respect for animals.”

If you would like more information on the Saskatchewan SPCA specialty 
licence plate, visit our website at www.sspca.ca.  RCMP Cst. Terence Dunphy and his partner, Police Service 

Dog (PSD) Hoss
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Top left:  Frances Wach shares highlights of the Saskatchewan SPCA’s 90 years of service. 
Top right:  Jack was on hand to welcome our guests. 
Bottom photo:  (L-R) Sheri Benson, MP, Saskatoon-West, Bev Dubois, Saskatoon City Councillor, Dr. Betty Althouse, Chief Veterinary Officer, Kevin Waugh, MP, 
Saskatoon-Grasswood
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MARIJUANA 
AND YOUR DOG

Article provided by Dr. Lesley Sawa, DVM

In July of 2018, Canada will 
be legalizing marijuana.  
While this bill may be a 
welcome initiative for some, 
veterinarians across the 
country have been working 
hard to educate the public 
about the dangers of 
marijuana and their pets.

As we know, dogs, and 
sometimes but not often, 
cats, can be indiscriminate 
eaters and this can cause 
a lot of issues.  Through 
my years as a veterinarian, 
I have come across many 
cases of pets getting into 
a multitude of objects, 
ingesting garbage, chocolate, 
socks, and more.   These 
can all have negative effects 
on the animal including 
vomiting and diarrhea.  
Foreign objects can get 
stuck in the intestine which 
often requires surgery to 
remove.  In the case of 
chocolate, dogs can exhibit 
seizure activity.  Baked 
goods containing chocolate 
and marijuana can have very 
toxic effects. There have 
been many cases over the 
years of animals ingesting 
marijuana and this can have 
devastating effects on pets.

Most cases of marijuana 
toxicity in the pet come 
through ingesting the 
flowers and leaves or usually, 
by eating baked goods that 
contain marijuana.  Animals 
can also have symptoms 
when the smoke is inhaled 
in a secondhand fashion.  
The main concern is that 
marijuana contains THC, a 
toxic substance to dogs and 
cats that has major effects 
on the brain.  Signs can be 
seen within 5 minutes to 
12 hours, but most of the 
clinical signs occur within 
1-3 hours after ingestion.  

The duration of these signs 
can last from 30 minutes 
to 3 days depending 
on the amount of THC 
consumed.  These signs 
can include depression, 
staggering, disorientation 
and coma.  In most cases, 
the dog will become become 
hypothermic; however, a big 
temperature increase can 
sometimes be seen.  The 
heart rate can also become 
very rapid or very slow and 
pets will 
possibly vomit 
after ingesting 
marijuana.

When a pet 
presents at 
the clinic, 
they are most 
commonly 
staggering 
with glassy 
eyes and big 
pupils.  With 
the issues surrounding legal 
possession, the hardest part 
is dealing with the owner’s 
reluctance to admit that the 
dog has ingested the drugs 
or baked goods.  Questions 
which usually ended with 
“Well, maybe my son had 
some in his room” will no 
longer be a problem for 
veterinarians as it will no 
longer be a legal issue.  
This will save time for the 
veterinarian and result in life 
saving treatment starting 
sooner, which can be crucial 
for the pet.

If the animal has not already, 
we attempt to get them to 
vomit which can sometimes 
be difficult as marijuana 
has some anti-nausea 
properties.  Emptying out 
the stomach is only effective 
if it is done within the first 
two hours after being 
ingested.  Any longer and 

the marijuana may have 
already left the stomach.  
Some cases require the 
animal to be anesthetized 
and their stomach contents 
flushed out.  It is important 
to get animals that have 
ingested marijuana to the 
veterinary clinic immediately 
so that we can try to stop 

the digestion 
of the 
marijuana.

Once the 
contents of 
the stomach 
have been 
removed, 
supportive 
treatment 
can be given 
to the pet 
based on 

how badly they have been 
affected.  Activated charcoal 
is often given to help stop 
the further absorption of 
THC into the blood stream 
from the intestine.  They 
are often put on supportive 
care which includes oxygen 
therapy, temperature 
regulation, fluid therapy, 
and medications to help 
with vomiting.  If the patient 
is very jittery or agitated, 
a sedative can be used 
to help relax and calm 
them.  In cases where the 
pet becomes comatose, 
supportive care is also 
given until the THC clears 
the system.  Hospitalization 
and very close monitoring 
and treatment are always 
necessary for these cases.

There is some anecdotal 
evidence that THC can aid 
dogs suffering from seizures 
or pain due to arthritis. 

However, there have been 
no approved clinical studies 
done at this time on the 
positive effects of THC in 
pets.  These will probably 
be starting to come out in 
the near future and provide 
veterinarians with the 
information and knowledge 
they need to prescribe this 
medication to animals that 
might benefit from it.  At 
this time there are many 
websites that promote 
THC oils for pets.  It is 
recommended that you only 
use these oils when they 
have been discussed with or 
prescribed by a veterinarian 
with knowledge of how they 
work and when they are 
appropriate to use.

Regardless of the drug, 
we should still always be 
very careful with anything 
in the home.  The fact that 
animals react to drugs very 
differently from humans 
should always be taken 
very seriously.  It is very 
important with any known 
ingestion of marijuana, the 
pet be taken to a veterinary 
clinic as soon as possible.  
The amount of suffering 
that goes along with 
consumption is hard on the 
pet and the owner.  The best 
way to prevent exposure is 
to make sure any marijuana 
products are kept safely 
away from pets.  More often 
than not, animals ingest 
things that they shouldn’t.  
It is our responsibility as 
pet owners to protect our 
furry friends from any and 
all dangers that they may 
encounter.  Most of our pets 
are high on life.  Let’s keep 
them away from marijuana.

It is important to get 
animals that have 

ingested marijuana to 
the veterinary clinic 
immediately so that 
we can try to stop 

the digestion of the 
marijuana.
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WILDLIFE 911: BABY MAMMALS
Article provided by the Wildlife Rehabilitation Society of Saskatchewan

The first thing to do when you think you 
have found an orphaned baby mammal 
is to be patient! Keep an eye on it at a 
safe and unthreatening distance for 
a few hours for the mother to return. 
Many animals will leave their young 
periodically for their own protection or 
to feed.

Call the Wildlife Rehabilitation Society 
of Saskatchewan (WRSOS) hotline if you 
have found a baby animal that has little 
to no fur and has been alone for an 
hour. The baby may need to be placed 
inside a shallow box with a warm 
water bottle, close to where the baby 
was found in order for it to survive. If 
the mother returns, she will see her 
baby and be able to retrieve it. If the 
mother does not return and the baby 
is showing signs of hunger or distress, 
such as making noise constantly, call 
the WRSOS hotline for further direction.

A baby mammal’s best chance for 
survival is to be raised by its natural 
parents, so please make sure you 
make every effort to reunite parents 
with their babies before considering 
removing them from the wild.

Here is some species specific 
information:

Squirrels
Squirrels are born naked with their ears 
and eyes are closed. In this state they 
are totally dependant on their mother 
and stay with her for about 18 weeks. If a 
baby squirrel has fallen out of a tree, give 
the mother a chance to retrieve her baby. 
If the squirrel is still naked, it may need a 
heat source such as a warm water bottle 
until its mother has returned. If you think 
you have found an orphaned squirrel, 
watch it for a few hours to see if the 
mother returns; if she does not, the baby 
squirrel may need care and you should 
call the WRSOS hotline for further advice.

Fox Kits
Fox kits are often left unsupervised by 
their mothers for long periods of time. If 
they are acting like puppies and playing 
around, they are just fine. If you find some 
fox kits and are concerned about them, 
watch them for a couple of days to make 
sure their mother returns. If they appear 
to be sickly or weak, and their mother 
has not been seen in days, then they may 
need help and you can call the WRSOS 
hotline. Do not attempt to rescue any type 
of canine yourself for your own safety.

Raccoons
Raccoons are a tight family unit. If you 
have observed a baby raccoon on its 
own for 3 or more hours, it is possible 
that it is an orphan. Mother raccoons 
normally don’t let their babies out of 
their sight. If you think that you have 
found an orphaned raccoon, call the 
hotline for further advice.

Skunks
Skunk families are another unit that 
generally stick together. Skunks 
actually have very poor eyesight so if 
the mother skunk runs off, the babies 
may lose sight of her and become 
separated. If you see a baby skunk, or a 
group of them, on their own there is a 
chance that they have been orphaned. 
It is best to monitor the situation for a 
few hours to see if the mother comes 
back. If you have found baby skunks on 
their own, call the hotline to seek advice 
on what you should do next.

The WRSOS Wildlife Hotline is 
monitored by volunteers from 9:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. daily. For more information 
on the WRSOS, visit their website at 
www.wrsos.org

WRSOS 
Wildlife 
Hotline: 

306-242-7177
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SASKATCHEWAN SPCA: OUT AND ABOUT!
On January 17, 2018, Leanne Sillers, our Animal Safekeeping Coordinator, 
along with her trusted therapy dog, Jack, travelled to Melfort, 
Saskatchewan to present at the second annual conference put on by the 
North East Outreach and Support Services (NEOSS). Breaking Barriers 
was a conference focusing on how to break down barriers for women, 
children, and anyone else in a domestic violence, interpersonal violence, 
or sexualized violence situation.

Leanne spoke about pet ownership as a barrier for leaving violent 
relationships. The Link is a term used to describe the connection between 
animal abuse, domestic violence, child abuse, and elder abuse.

Conference attendees heard how one form of violence usually does not 
happen in isolation. The animal is used as a tool to threaten, intimidate, 
and frighten the victim. Sillers stressed the importance of cross reporting 
and working together for an earlier intervention in order to prevent 
further violence.

Around 60 people of various professions representing numerous 
organizations attended the two-day event. For more information on 
NEOSS, visit their website at www.northeastoutreach.ca

COMING SOON: 2018 SUMMER CASH LOTTERY
This May, keep an eye open for the 2018 Saskatchewan SPCA Summer Cash Lottery. We’ll have an exciting new look for you, plus 
we’ll have more great cash prizes that you’ve come to expect!

Christmas Lottery 2017 
WINNERS LIST

DRAW
DATE NAME ADDRESS AMOUNT TICKET

NUMBER

Nov. 11, 2017 Pamela Haig 
Bartley Saskatoon $ 1,000.00 02866

Nov. 18, 2017 Frances Wilkie Shell Lake $ 1,000.00 01011

Nov. 25, 2017 Judy Cutler Arcola $ 1,000.00 02802

Dec. 1, 2017 Natividad Gallardo Biggar $ 500.00 10123

Dec. 2, 2017 Rhonda Eiteneier Halbrite $ 100.00 10028

Dec. 3, 2017 Marvel Sully Estevan $ 100.00 10813

Dec. 4, 2017 Marnie Brand Saskatoon $ 100.00 21059

Dec. 5, 2017 Gerald Seabrook Carrot River $ 100.00 12662

Dec. 6, 2017 Lorna Jones Wapella $ 100.00 17896

Decx. 7, 2017 Sharon Bozek Wynyard $ 100.00 20677

Dec. 8, 2017 Ken Umperville Saskatoon $ 500.00 21124

Dec. 9, 2017 Bruce Ryberg Major $ 100.00 15637

Dec. 10, 2017 Trudy Krenz Lumsden $ 100.00 21013

Dec. 11, 2017 Kim Arndt Prince Albert $ 100.00 04790

Dec. 12, 2017 Heather Henry La Ronge $ 100.00 16127

Dec. 13, 2017 John Nowoselski Bradwell $ 100.00 02250

Dec. 14, 2017 Shirley Kuryluk Humboldt $ 100.00 14340

Dec. 15, 2017 Ken Louvel Regina $ 500.00 13338

DRAW
DATE NAME ADDRESS AMOUNT TICKET

NUMBER
Dec. 16, 2017 Kenny Davey Saskatoon $ 100.00 00507

Dec. 17, 2017 Jane Krausher Grenfell $ 100.00 12604

Dec. 18, 2017 Betty Clearwater Estevan $ 100.00 03858

Dec. 19, 2017 H. Kevin Butt Mantario $ 100.00 15046

Dec. 20, 2017 Isabel Zataruk Saskatoon $ 100.00 15599

Dec. 21, 2017 Joel Boschman Saskatoon $ 100.00 21555

Dec. 22, 2017 Shannon Spafford Leslie $ 500.00 15941

Dec. 23, 2017 Brian Halushka Lafleche $ 100.00 02931

Dec. 24, 2017 Eileen Konkin Pelly $ 100.00 13554

Dec. 25, 2017 Allan Nohlgren Melville $ 100.00 20320

Dec. 26, 2017 Brenda Desjardins Prince Albert $ 100.00 06221

Dec. 27, 2017 Bill Liskowick Regina $ 100.00 00576

Dec. 28, 2017 William Robertson Arelee $ 100.00 13391

Dec. 29, 2017 Bill Bradford Clavet $ 500.00 01768

Dec. 30, 2017 Ron & Valerie 
Dolha Southey $ 100.00 06436

Dec. 31, 2017 Rose Hoedel Grayson $ 25,000.00 11742

Dec. 31, 2017 Sharon Palagian Endeavor $ 10,000.00 14519

Dec. 31, 2017 Dom Corbett Rosthern $ 26,500.00 14739
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