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Moving?
Please let us know your new address. 

Call 1.877.382.7722
or email info@sspca.ca

2018 SASKATCHEWAN SPCA 
SUMMER CASH LOTTERY

The Saskatchewan SPCA kicked off 
the 2018 Summer Cash Lottery with a 
brand new look for one of the Society’s 
biggest fundraisers. With over $60,000 
in cash prizes, you don’t want to miss 
the opportunity to get your tickets early! 
This year’s $1,000 Early Bird deadline is 
June 18th at 5:00 p.m., so get your tickets 
early to avoid disappointment!

Visit lottery.sspca.ca to 
get your tickets online 

Call 1-877-577-7220 
to order by phone
Note: Total cash payout is approximate. 
50/50 total cannot be determined until 
draw takes place.
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THE UNSUNG HEROES OF LAW 
ENFORCEMENT:  POLICE DOGS 

By Rigel Smith

Since the late 1800s, dogs have been playing an important role in the 
field of law enforcement. From general police dogs, to specialized 
detector dogs, our four-legged friends are invaluable additions to the 
force. 

Canine Characteristics

Working police and military dogs in Canada are typically purebred, 
either bred in house, or bought from a reputable breeder.

What makes a good police dog? At a minimum, they must be 
courageous, versatile and able to work in extreme climates. With 
the abundance of dog breeds around the world, there are pups of 
many shapes and sizes to choose from for police animals. The most 
common canine officers are German shepherds, Dutch shepherds, 
Labrador retrievers, and Belgian malinois. 

At the Saskatoon Police Service, one member of their Canine Unit 
stands out from his other four-legged co-workers. Tyr – a giant 
Schnauzer – is credited as being the first of his breed to become a full-
fledged patrol dog in Canada. 

Sergeant Edward Panamaroff explains that, while a rarity in North 
America, giant Schnauzers are commonly trained and utilized as 

police dogs in Europe. Tyr successfully completed the same training 
program the shepherds and malinois go through. Later, he became a 
validated drug detection dog as well. 

Training

Training for potential police dogs usually begins at 12 to 18 months 
of age. During this basic training they are vigorously tested to ensure 
they handle well in dangerous and distracting situations and can 
perform tasks effectively. The initial training runs for four months on 
average, though daily tasks are continued throughout their career to 
keep the dogs in top condition. Just like a human officer, the position 
of police dog is a serious one; a dog entering into the RCMP Training 
Centre only has a 17 per cent chance of success.

Dog Teams

Human officers who work with the dogs, known as handlers, 
volunteer to become part of a dog team. The handler is chosen based 
on both physical assessment and their ability to read the dog’s body 
language. Once the two begin working together, their bond becomes 
inseparable as they work exclusively with one another and live 
together while off-duty. It costs roughly $60,000 to train a human and 
dog police team.

Juno is enjoying retirement after working for a decade with the Regina Police Service. 
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Roles of Dogs

Some working canines are trained to serve as general police dogs, 
helping in situations including automotive theft and armed robbery.  
Others, however, have more focused positions. Detector dogs are 
used nationally for the detection of drugs, explosives, and human 
remains. Since a dog’s nose is at least 10,000 times better than a 
human’s, our super sniffer friends serve as invaluable members of the 
force. 

The Stryker K-9 Care Fund

Once the police dog retires from active duty, the handler often 
chooses to adopt the dog. The owner then assumes full responsibility 
for all costs associated with the dog, including veterinary care. 

In recognition of the hard work and dedication of the unsung heroes 
of law enforcement, the Saskatchewan SPCA established the Stryker 
K-9 Care Fund. Each year, a total of 10 retired police dogs are chosen 
to receive up to a maximum of $1,000 each towards the cost of 
eligible medical procedures, medication, and services for the dog. 

The program is open to any K9 who served with the RCMP or 
municipal police services in Saskatchewan. And new in 2018, the 
program has been expanded to include dogs that served with Canada 
Border Services Agency. 

Show your support! To contribute to the Stryker K9 Care Fund, please 
see http://sspca.ca/donate/

Holly worked as a detector dog with Canada Border Services Agency, helping to 
sniff out guns and drugs

Astro served with the Prince Albert RCMP from 2009-2015. RIP, Astro.

Ozzie joined the Stryker program in July 2017 after retirement from the Saskatoon 
Police Service.
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CARING FOR THOSE WHO CARE:  THE 2018 
SASKATCHEWAN SPCA CONFERENCE

 Date: Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2018
 Time: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 Location: Sheraton Cavalier Hotel, 612 Spadina Cr. E, Saskatoon

If animals are part of your personal or professional life, don’t 
miss Caring for Those Who Care ... the 2018 Saskatchewan SPCA 
Conference. Topics of interest for everyone, whether you work in 
animal welfare, human services or public safety.

Presentations include:

Working with animals is easy; working with people can be tricky:  
Jolene Watson, RVT, Certified MBTI(R) practitioner
This energizing 3-hour workshop explores:
 •  Understanding personality types
 •  Stress management:  getting back to balance
 •  Appreciation styles in the workplace

The emotional impact of euthanasia on the veterinary team and pet 
owners – Erin Wasson, MSW, RSW, Veterinary Social Work 

Working together works:  A case study in interagency cooperation – 
Kaley Pugh, MSc, Executive Director, Animal Protection Services

Lifting barriers:  How animal safekeeping programs can help the 
victims of violence – Leanne Sillers, BSW, RSW, Animal Safekeeping 
Coordinator, Saskatchewan SPCA  

Ticket information:
 •  $150 per person – includes breakfast, lunch and refreshment 

breaks
 •  SAVE! Register by August 31st to receive free conference parking 

($15 day)
 •  Registration closes:  Sept. 10
 •  Cancellations:  Refunds less a $25 administration fee will be given 

for cancellations received by Sept. 11th. We will send a cheque 
for the refund amount within 10-15 business days of receipt of 
cancellation. If you are unable to attend the conference, you may 
send an alternate in your place without additional charge. Just 
let us know:  info@sspca.ca or 306.382.7722. 

Questions?
info@sspca.ca
1.877.382.7722 or 306.382.7722

Juno is enjoying retirement after working for a decade with the Regina Police Service. 
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OUT & ABOUT: NATIONAL ANIMAL WELFARE 
CONFERENCE IN CALGARY

Humane Canada (formerly the Canadian Federation of 
Humane Societies) held their fifth annual National Animal 
Welfare Conference in Calgary from April 22-24.

The Saskatchewan SPCA’s Sandra Anderson and Josh Hourie 
joined delegates from across Canada in Calgary for the 
country’s largest animal welfare conference. With more than 40 
informational sessions and activities, the Saskatchewan SPCA’s 
delegation returned home with new ideas and a rejuvenated 
outlook for the animal welfare movement in Saskatchewan and 
Canada.

Presentations attended by Anderson and Hourie included 
Cats in Canada: A Five-Year Review of Cat Overpopulation, 
Innovative Approaches to Helping People & Pets, and The Past, 
Present, and Future of Dogs in First Nations. In addition to the 
insightful presentations, tours of the Calgary Humane Society 
and the Alberta Animal Rescue Crew Society facilities were 
also attended.

If you would like more information on Humane Canada and 
the 2019 National Animal Welfare Conference, please visit 
their website at humanecanada.ca.

Muddy Buddy Family Fun Obstacle Run 

Saturday, August 25, 2018 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Blackstrap Provincial Park 

Learn more: sspca.ca/muddy-buddy

GET DIRTY!
A mud run for people and their pets

The Saskatchewan SPCA is thrilled to announce our newest fundraiser 
– the first annual Muddy Buddy Family Fun Obstacle Run!

Join us at the beautiful Blackstrap Provincial Park for this family-
friendly 5K fun run or walk. We encourage all participants to move at 
a pace that is comfortable for you and your pet. Our goal is to provide 
an experience that is perfect for people of all ages and athletic 
abilities.

The Muddy Buddy course will feature a variety of challenges, including 
tire obstacles, tunnels, balance beams, and hoop jumps. Did we forget to 
mention the mud pit? Yeah… there will be a mud pit! We couldn’t call it 
the Muddy Buddy if we lacked the opportunity for a mud bath!

Registration fees start at $50 for individuals and $70 for a family. Visit 
our website at sspca.ca/muddy-buddy for more information. Don’t 
miss your opportunity to participate in the first ever Muddy Buddy 
Family Fun Obstacle Run - register today!

Barbara Cartwright, CEO, Humane Canada, welcomes delegates to the 2018 National 
Animal Welfare Conference.
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PUTTING A NAME 
TO THE FACE

In 2018 the Saskatchewan SPCA celebrates 90 years of service. 
During our anniversary year, staff have spent some time browsing 
the archives. Unfortunately, while parts of our history have been 
preserved, there are some parts that have not been documented 
appropriately. Due to this, we come to you for assistance.

Take a moment to look at the photos included with this article. 
We know the pictures were taken in the late 1960s. We would 
like to document the names of these former employees of the 
Saskatchewan SPCA.

Do you see a face that you recognize? Do you have a relative that 
you know used to work for the Saskatchewan SPCA’s location in 
Saskatoon? Let us know! Any information you can share will help us 
move forward with putting names to faces of former employees.

WITH LOVE
The Saskatchewan SPCA would like to recognizing those who have 
donated in memory of a loved one.
 •  Marlene Torvik in memory of Michael Paradis
 •  Verna Allinson in memory of Molly the dog and Steve the beagle
 •  Harvey and Barbara Messenger in memory of Rootbeer
 •  Lana Auzenne in memory of Panda Bear and Lucky
 •  Lorna Foster in memory of Radar

On behalf of the Board and staff of the Saskatchewan SPCA, we 
extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has made a donation in 
memory of someone special. 
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CVMA RELEASES NEW 
KENNEL CODE

On April 22, 2018, the Canadian Veterinary Medical 
Association (CVMA) released an updated edition of A Code of 
Practice for Canadian Kennel Operations. The announcement 
coincided with the annual Canadian Federation of Humane 
Societies conference in Calgary, AB.

According to the CVMA, the new version of the Code, 
“incorporates new scientific evidence in many aspects 
of dog breeding and kennel management, including 
behaviour and social needs, housing, medicine, and 
nutrition.”

A volunteer team of veterinarians and other animal health 
and welfare professionals contributed to the 80-page 
document over the past seven years.

The full version of the new Code can be downloaded from 
the CVMA website at canadianveterinarians.net.

About the CVMA:
The CVMA is the national and international voice for Canada’s 
veterinarians, providing leadership and advocacy for 
veterinary medicine. Visit canadianveterinarians.net to learn 
more about CVMA.

NEW CODE FOR CARE AND 
HANDLING OF RABBITS

The National Farm Animal Care Council (NFACC) recently released 
the first-ever Canadian Code of Practice for the Care and Handling of 
Rabbits.

In a statement announcing the new Code, NFACC explained, “Canada’s 
Codes of Practice are nationally developed guidelines for the care and 
handling of farm animals. They serve as the foundation for ensuring 
that farm animals are cared for using sound management and welfare 
practices that promote animal health and well-being. Codes are used 
as educational tools, reference materials for regulations, and the 
foundation for industry animal care assessment programs.”

The Code of Practice “aims to provide feasible and scientifically informed 
approaches to meeting rabbit health and welfare needs contributing to 
a sustainable and internationally competitive rabbit industry.” This Code 
is aimed at the care and handing of rabbits that are raised on-farm. While 
the Code does refer to rabbits kept for show, breeding, and fibre, it is 
focuses more on rabbits that are raised for meat.

To view the full Code, visit the NFACC website at nfacc.ca/rabbit-code-
of-practice.

About NFACC:
NFACC is a collaborative partnership of diverse stakeholders created in 
2005 to share information and work together on farm animal care and 
welfare. It is the national lead for farm animal care issues in Canada. 
NFACC would like to acknowledge the Canadian Animal Health Coalition 
(CAHC) for their role in securing funding for this project. For more 
information on NFACC visit nfacc.ca.
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